
 

March 23, 2007 
 
James C. Cassell 
Ladenburg Thalmann 
4400 Biscayne Blvd 
Miami, FL 33137 
 
Dear James: 

 
  
 

NFTE SOUTH FLORIDA ADVISORY BOARD 
Robert Stamen, Esq. Advisory Board Chair,  
Packman Neuwahl & Rosenberg  
Angel Alvarez, ABB/CONCISE Optical Group LLC 
Enrique Collazo, A & B Pipe and Supply, Inc. 
Stephen Colyer, Miami-Dade College 
Glen Gilzean, Florida Department of Education 
Jo Kling, Meetings at Sea 
Stewart Merkin, Attorney at Law 
Kimberly Palmer, Merrill Lynch 
Christina Staalstrom, Bawls Guarana 
Juan Vega, Corporate Guidance, Inc. 
 
YOUTH  ENTREPRENEURSHIP PARTNERS  (YEP) 
Alan Carsrud, Florida International University 
Stephen Colyer, Miami-Dade College 
Millie Fornell, Miami-Dade Public Schools 
Glen Gilzean, Florida Department of Education 
Leigh Toney, Meek Entrepreneurial Education Center 
 
NATIONAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Landon Hilliard, Brown Brothers Harriman, Board Chair 
James Lyle,  Millgate Capital, Inc. 
Diana Davis Spencer, Shelby Cullom Davis Foundation 
Thomas (Tucker) York, Goldman, Sachs & Company 
John Fullerton, Alerian Capital Management, LLC 
Albert Abney, Remanufacturing Center, York College 
Bart Breighner, Artistic Impressions 
Patty Alper, Small-Alper Portfolio Foundation & Alper 
Portfolio Group 
William Daugherty, Interactive Search Holdings, Inc. 
Philip A. Falcone, Harbert Capital Management 
Michael L. Fetters, Ph.D., Babson College 
Lawrence N. Field, NSB Associates, Inc. 
Thomas P. Hartocollis, Microsoft Corporation 
Consuelo Mack, Consuelo Mack Wealth Track 
Steve Mariotti, NFTE 
Kevin Murphy 
Alan Patricof, Greycroft Partners, Inc. 
Marsha Ralls, The Ralls Collection 
Donna Redel 
Robert Reffkin, Goldman Sachs & Co. 
Arthur Samberg, Pequot Capital Management, Inc. 
Peter B. Walker, McKinsey & Company, Inc. 
 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Bart Breighner, Artistic Impressions 
Stephen Brenninkmeyer, Andromeda Fund 
Kathryn Davis, Shelby Cullom Davis Foundation 
Lewis M. Eisenberg, Granite Capital International Group 
Theodore J. Forstmann, Forstmann Little & Company 
Sir Paul Jorge, Businessdynamics 
Mary Myers Kauppila, Ladera Management Company 
Hon. Jack Kemp, Empower America 
Elizabeth B. Koch, Koch Industries 
Abby Moffat, Shelby Cullom Davis Foundation 
Jeffrey S. Raikes, Microsoft Corporation 
Kenneth I. Starr, Starr & Company, LLC 
John C. Whitehead, Lower Manhattan Development 
Corp. 
 
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
Steve Mariotti 
President & Founder 
 
SOUTH FLORIDA OFFICE 
Alice Horn 
Executive Director 

 

 

 

 
 

October 31, 2008 
 
Ms. Jessica Cervantes 
15094 SW 20th Street 
Miami, FL 33185 
 
Dear Jessica, 
 
What a pleasure it has been to watch you learn and grow as a participant in 
our NFTE programs. While I am not surprised, I could not be more proud 
that you have achieved our highest national award, through the NFTE 
National Youth Entrepreneurship Challenge in New York City, winning 
first prize and $10,000 in seed capital for your innovative business, Popsy 
Cakes.  With more than 25,000 student entrants in this year’s NFTE national 
business plan competition, you were one of only 35 students chosen to 
compete in the finals on October 23, 2008.   
 
Throughout the NFTE course and the business development process, you 
displayed tremendous intelligence, resourcefulness, tenacity and grace.  
Both in the regional competition, as well in the national competition, you 
wowed the judges with your vision, your mastery of the economics of one 
unit, your in depth understanding of marketing strategy, the precision  of 
your communication skills, your poise and your sense of humor.  You have 
the ability to turn on a dime and think on your feet. At one point during the 
competition, one of the judges, Tom Scott, Co-Founder of Nantucket 
Nectars asked you about your recipe for PopsyCakes. You gently and 
humorously responded that you could not reveal trade secrets! 
 
Throughout our business course, you have displayed the qualities it takes to 
be a leader and a successful human being. I have watched you assertively 
seek out knowledge and contacts, rather than being a passive consumer of 
information. You are extremely skilled at putting information and resources 
in context; and you are generous with your time, willing to share your 
expertise with others when the occasion demands. 
 
Your outstanding efforts have helped us all shine at NFTE South Florida. 
We thank you, and wish you the very best of luck as you pursue college and 
your lifelong dreams. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Alice Horn, Executive Director 
NFTE South Florida 
 

 


